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ACCP Hosts Senator Roger Marshall at Lenexa
Headquarters

Left to right: Michelle Kucera, John McGlew,
Roger Marshall, Jo Ellen Rodgers, Michael Maddux

On August 14, 2026, ACCP Past-President Jo Ellen
Rodgers welcomed Senator Roger Marshall (R-KS) to
the College’s headquarters in Lenexa, Kansas, for a con-
versation about the impact of clinical pharmacists and
national health policy.

During his visit, Senator Marshall met with ACCP
staff and spent time learning about ACCP’s profes-
sional development, practice/research advancement,
and advocacy activities, gaining insight into how clinical
pharmacists improve patient outcomes.

Senator Marshall spent 25 years as an OB/GYN phy-
sician caring for patients in Kansas, so the tour aligned
with the Senator’s longstanding interest in rural health
and team based care. Now in the Senate, Dr. Marshall
serves on both the Committee on Finance and the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
(HELP) and is considered one of the most influential
health policy leaders in Washington. The College looks
forward to serving as a resource to the Senator and his
staff on health-related issues.
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ACCP Responds to Senate Finance Committee
Proposal Seeking Commonsense Policy
Options to Lower Drug Prices for Patients

On June 16, 2026, Democrats serving on the Senate
Finance Committee with jurisdiction over Medicare
issued a stakeholder request for information titled
“Commonsense Policy Options to Lower Drug Prices for
Patients.” ACCP submitted a statement in response, call-
ing on the Finance Committee to look beyond the price
of prescription medications and focus on value, out-
comes, and medication optimization.

The College’s comments cite the 2021 National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
report that highlights how fragmented care can increase
the risk of medication mismanagement because pre-
scribers practice across many care settings. Illness and
death resulting from non-optimized medication therapy
led to an estimated 275,000 avoidable deaths in 2016,
with an economic impact of over $500 billion.*

No effective incentives currently exist in Medicare to
support a coordinated medication management service
for beneficiaries delivered by an effective interprofes-
sional health care team. Yet particularly for rural com-
munities, access to clinical pharmacy services can help
create efficiencies across the entire health delivery sys-
tem. Clinical pharmacists help deliver enhanced pro-
ductivity for the entire health care team, allowing other
team members to be more efficient in their own patient
care responsibilities. Physicians are able to dedicate
more time to the diagnostic and treatment selection
process, enabling them to be more efficient, see more
patients, and spend more time providing medical care.
Team members are freed up to practice at the highest
level of their own scopes of practice by fully using the
qualified clinical pharmacist’s skills and training to coor-
dinate and manage medication therapy as a full team
member.

Click here to read ACCP’s comments to the Senate
Finance Committee.
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Capitol Hill Strategy

ACCP has developed legislative language that would
establish coverage for comprehensive clinical pharmacy
services in Medicare to integrate clinical pharmacists
working as formal members of the patient’s primary
health care team, as demonstrated through empirical,
peer-reviewed studies and everyday practice, to sig-
nificantly improve clinical outcomes and enhance the
safety of patients’ medication use.

Throughout 2026, working independently and as
part of multiorganizational coalitions, ACCP has been
holding meetings with leading offices on Capitol Hill
that serve on the legislative committees with jurisdic-
tion over Medicare:

Senate Finance Committee
House Energy and Commerce Committee
House Ways and Means Committee

As part of this legislative strategy, ACCP has specifi-
cally targeted the GOP Doctors Caucus, an informal con-
gressional body of Republican members of Congress
with medical and health care provider backgrounds
dedicated to patient-centered health care policy. These
medical professionals in Congress work to develop
patient-centered, patient-driven health care reforms
focused on quality, access, affordability, portability,
and choice. Targeting these offices provides ACCP with
a forum to respond to questions regarding the “scope
creep” advocacy campaign of the American Medical
Association.

ACCP-PAC Supports ACCP’s Advocacy Communications

ACCP-PAC is the only federal political action commit-
tee dedicated specifically to advancing the practice of
clinical pharmacists and the care of their patients. The
PAC supports candidates who are aligned with ACCP’s
mission to advance the profession and improve human
health and who have demonstrated leadership on
issues important to ACCP members, such as protecting
Medicare funding for pharmacy residencies. Click here
to learn more about ACCP-PAC.

ACCP-PAC is the vehicle by which ACCP can pro-
vide financial support to help candidates for Congress
who understand and support the College’s issues and
share its vision of a team-based, patient-centered, qual-
ity-driven approach to health care delivery.

ACCP-PAC is a nonpartisan, member-driven initia-
tive, and all decisions regarding financial contributions
to candidates are made by the PAC Governing Council
on the basis of certain established criteria:

Position on key health care committees in Congress
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Tell Congress to Pass Senator Klobuchar's
Bill to Protect PGY1 and PGY2 Residency
Funding

Recent Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) actions
have subjected pharmacy resi-
dency programs to funding disal-
lowances, retroactive clawbacks
of Medicare reimbursement for
program operators’ costs. Congress has intro-
duced bipartisan legislation to protect critical fed-
eral funding for pharmacy and nursing residency
programs. The Rebuild America’s Health Care
Schools Act of 2025 (S. 1087/H.R. 1708) would
clarify the requirements that hospitals and health
systems must meet to receive Medicare reim-
bursement for operating healthcare residency
programs, including pharmacy residency pro-
grams. Take action now to send an email asking
your members of congress to cosponsor these

important bills!

Proven support for pharmacy and health care—
related issues

Previous health care experience

ACCP members who contribute to the PAC may rec-
ommend candidates to receive contributions. All PAC
contributor recommendations will be considered; how-
ever, we may not accommodate all requests. The ACCP-
PAC Governing Council must approve all candidate
contributions.

For more information, visit the ACCP-PAC website
at www.accpaction.org or contact John McGlew (jmc-
glew@accp.com).

Reference
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ECAPS/Main Street Pharmacy Access Act:
Congress Recognizes Pharmacists Delivering
Collaborative Patient Care Services

Recent congressional action related to H.R. 3164, the
Main Street Pharmacy Access Act—formerly referred
to as the Ensuring Community Access to Pharmacist
Services Act (ECAPS)—provides encouraging evidence
that Congress increasingly understands and recognizes
the importance of integrating pharmacists into col-
laborative care structures to ensure optimal patient
outcomes.

With the House Ways and Means Committee advanc-
ing H.R. 3164—an unprecedented step forward for the
community pharmacy—here’s how ACCP has been
working with its colleagues in pharmacy and medicine
to help increase patient access to team-based pharma-
cists’ services.

ACCP's broader Capitol Hill strategy includes engage-
ment with the GOP Doctors Caucus, an informal congres-
sional body of Republican members of Congress with
medical and health care provider backgrounds. These
conversations provide an opportunity to address ques-
tions about the American Medical Association's “scope
creep” advocacy campaign and highlight the role of clin-
ical pharmacists in collaborative, team-based care.

In these discussions, ACCP is highlighting the Joint
Commission of Pharmacy Practitioners Pharmacists’
Patient Care Process and ACCP's Standards of Practice
for Clinical Pharmacists to demonstrate the established
processes and standards that guide clinical pharmacists'
patient care. ACCP's Washington, DC, team believes this
work provides an opportunity to strengthen collabora-
tive advocacy with medical societies, including the AMA.

ACCP and ECAPS/Main Street Pharmacy Access Act

The College’s advocacy success depends on helping pol-
icymakers understand the unique value that clinical
pharmacists bring to patient care teams. As the ECAPS/
Main Street Pharmacy Access Act now moves through
the House of Representatives from the Ways and Means
Committee to the Energy and Commerce Committee,
ACCP will actively be lobbying with its pharmacy col-
league organizations to support Medicare coverage for
these collaborative, team-based services delivered in
community pharmacies.

ACCP-PAC

ACCP-PAC supports candidates who align with ACCP’s
mission to advance the profession and improve human
health and who have demonstrated leadership on
issues important to ACCP members. For more informa-
tion, visit the ACCP-PAC website at www.accpaction.org
or contact John McGlew (jmcglew@accp.com).
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Sikora Selected as Next NAM Pharmacy
Fellow

The National Academy of Medicine

(NAM) has selected 7 outstanding health

professionals for the class of 2026 NAM

fellowships. The fellows were chosen on

the basis of their professional qualifica-

tions, reputations, and accomplishments
and the relevance of their current field expertise to the
work of the NAM and the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine.

ACCP member Andrea Sikora, Pharm.D., MSCR,
has been selected for the 2026-2028 NAM Fellowship
in Pharmacy. Sikora is an associate professor in the
Department of Biomedical Informatics at the University
of Colorado School of Medicine. Reflecting on the poten-
tial impact of the fellowship and its alignment with her
professional endeavors, Sikora shared:

My sincere belief is that the presence of clini-
cal pharmacists (and their emphasis on the impor-
tance of comprehensive clinical pharmacy services)
is essential for excellence in health care delivery, re-
search, education, and policy. My passion is ground-
ed by my clinical foundation as a critical care phar-
macist, where | regularly worked at the frontiers of
medical knowledge participating in life critical, high-
ly complex clinical decision-making. This vision is
further informed by my role as a pharmacy educa-
tor and clinician-scientist leading a federally fund-
ed research program to advance the use of artificial
intelligence (Al) to make medication use safer. The
NAM Fellowship in Pharmacy presents [an] unpar-
alleled opportunity to actively participate in health-
and medicine-related work alongside experts in the
field including researchers, policy experts, and cli-
nicians to provide nonpartisan, scientific, and evi-
dence-based advice to national, state, and local pol-
icymakers, administrators, and the public. This type
of rich learning and mentoring environment is a truly
unequaled opportunity to refine leadership skills at a
national level.

“The strength of the NAM begins with bringing
the right people to the table—those with deep exper-
tise, a commitment to service, and a willingness to
work across disciplines to improve health,” said NAM
President Monica M. Bertagnolli, noting that the 2026
fellows exemplify these qualities. “I look forward to the
perspectives they will bring to our work and to seeing
how this experience helps them grow as leaders who
can turn evidence into action for people and communi-
ties across the country.”
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Fellows will continue in their primary academic or
research posts while engaging part-time over a 2-year
period in the National Academies’ health and science
policy work. They will also work with an expert study
committee or roundtable related to their professional
interests, including contributing to reports or other
products. A flexible research grant will be awarded to
each fellow. The overall purpose of the NAM fellow-
ship program is to enable talented health science schol-
ars to participate actively in the work of the NAM and
the National Academies and to further their careers as
future leaders in the field.

Grassroots Call for Action: Tell Congress
that Medicare Beneficiaries Need Access to
Medication Optimization Services

As part of its ongoing legislative advocacy efforts, ACCP
is currently working with the GOP Doctors Caucus, an
informal congressional body of Republican members of

Congress with medical and health care provider back-
grounds dedicated to patient-centered health care pol-
icy. The caucus often provides meaningful guidance
to congressional Republican leadership. It’s natural
that leaders in Congress listen to their colleagues with
health care backgrounds and, more importantly, lis-
ten to constituents who are health care professionals.
That’s why we need you to get involved. Click here to
write to Congress and explain why Medicare coverage
should include access to comprehensive clinical phar-
macy services.

ACCP-PAC

ACCP-PAC supports candidates who align with ACCP’s
mission to advance the profession and improve human
health and who have demonstrated leadership on
issues important to ACCP members. For more informa-
tion, visit the ACCP-PAC website at www.accpaction.org
or contact John McGlew (jmcglew@accp.com).
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